


In October of 1966, Conchita, at the time a young
girl of seventeen, enrolled as a boarder in a

school operated by the religious of the Concep-
cionistas Misioneras de la Ensañanza at 11 Mir-
anda Street, Burgos.

The people who were looking out for her welfare
thought that this would provide her with both an
isolated retreat and an education.

As a retreat it would serve to isolate and shelter
her from the indiscreet attention and curiosity that
surrounded her in the village; and it would serve also
to educate her since she was behind in her schooling
and spiritual instruction.

While here Conchita was under the care of a
young religious: the directress of the college.  Her
name was plain: María Nieves García, but her per-
sonality was not.  She did not know much about
Garabandal, except for the episocopal «Notas» that
said No.  Nevertheless, she set out to help the new
student whom she sensed to be out of the ordinary.

To be helpful, she put herself completely at Con-
chita's service, disposed to receive and hear her
anytime.  Conchita responded well to that attitude
and soon an excellent spiritual relationship grew
between them, with many periods of prayer, con-
fidential words, and animated conversations.

The writings that the sister preserves from those
times begin like this:

Feeling herself strange to everything, Conchita
came to the college in such a bad state that she had
to struggle very hard.  And furthermore she con-
stantly had to hide her identity.  She needed a friend
in whom she could confide everything that she was
holding inside, to whom she would be able to unbur-
den her worries and speak of “everything that had
happened” naturally and simply.  Because of this, I
told her that she could come to see me in my free
hours whenever she wanted to.  I left this completely
to her preference; I never called for her myself . . .

__________

From the statements of the former child vision-
ary, I am only going to mention here the ones that
refer to the apparitions, which even then seemed to
be far away — and not only because of the passage of
time.  From time to time her memory would flash
back to the events, inspiring her to speak out.(1) It
should not be forgotten that all the conversation
recorded in Burgos was occurring when the girl was

beginning a period of great darkness, that is in the
full phase of doubts and denials.  Because of this,
Sister María Nieves never openly broached the
subject of what had happened during those excep-
tional days at Garabandal.

October 119, 11966
Finally they brought Conchita to me.  My im-

pression was excellent:  simple and candid, with an
unusual and penetrating look; I was pleased.

Her mother talked to me alone, and informed
me of certain things . . .  She was worried about her
daughter's vanity and lack of piety.  She urged me
not to let anyone see her except six people.

Two days later, on the 21st, confidential conver-
sations began.

October 223
I was with Conchita for some time.  Her con-

versation was confidential, simple, frank.  We dis-
cussed several matters.  I told her about her excessive
spending; she recognized it and accepted it well.

Because of something that Conchita had discussed
during the course of the interview, Sister said to her:

— How could you have said that you put the
host on your tongue, if it were not true?(2)

— WWhheenn II ssaaiidd iitt,, iitt wwaass bbeeccaauussee aatt tthhaatt ttiimmee iitt
aappppeeaarreedd ttoo mmee tthhaatt wwaayy..  IIff nnoott,, hhooww ccoouulldd II hhaavvee
ssaaiidd iitt??

Seconds later:
— II lloovvee tthhee VViirrggiinn aass iiff sshhee wweerree mmyy mmootthheerr..

OOnnee ccaann ttaallkk wwiitthh hheerr aabboouutt eevveerryytthhiinngg .. .. ..  II
rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt oonnee ddaayy sshhee ttoolldd uuss:: BBee vveerryy cclleeaann;; II
ttooookk ccaarree ttoo bbee tthhaatt wwaayy ttoooo,, wwhheenn II wwaass lliivviinngg oonn
tthhee eeaarrtthh..

The sister showed photos of a picture painted by
an American who wanted her opinion:

— II ddoonn''tt lliikkee iitt..

1.  Though not all the facts mentioned here occurred in
1961, what is stated can help to understand better what hap-
pened during that year.

2.  This refers to the little miracle (milagrucu) on the night
of July 18th, 1962, which will be discussed in future chapters.
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— Why not?

— TThhee eexxpprreessssiioonn iiss vveerryy ddiiffffeerreenntt ffrroomm tthhee oonnee
sshhee hhaadd..  SShhee wwaassnn''tt wweeaarriinngg aa ccrroowwnn,, oonnllyy ssttaarrss..  hheerr
hhaannddss —— nnoott ssoo ssttrreettcchheedd oouutt..  TThhee hhaaiirr wwaass ppaarrtteedd
iinn tthhee cceenntteerr aanndd nnoott ssoo wwaavvyy..  TThhee hheeaadd wwaassnn''tt
bboowweedd ddoowwnn;; sshhee mmoovveedd iitt,, bbuutt sshhee ddiiddnn''tt hhoolldd iitt lliikkee
tthhaatt..  WWhheenn sshhee ccaarrrriieedd tthhee cchhiilldd,, sshhee ddiiddnn''tt hhoolldd HHiiss
rroobbee,, aalltthhoouugghh HHee wwoorree iitt wwiitthhoouutt aa ccllaasspp .. .. ..

Everything — the Sister noted — was said with
the greatest simplicity and spontaneity, without
stopping to reflect.

October 225
A long interview.  At one time Conchita stated:
— WWhhaatt sshhoouulldd II ddoo ssoo aass nnoott ttoo hhaavvee eemmppttyy

hhaannddss??  II eexxaammiinnee mmyysseellff aanndd II sseeee tthhaatt II ddoonn''tt ddoo
bbaadd;; bbuutt .. .. ..

““eemmppttyy hhaannddss””

— It is not only not doing bad, but also
practicing good.

— TThhaatt iiss jjuusstt wwhhaatt tthhee VViirrggiinn ssaaiidd ttoo mmee!!

October 226

I heard — said the Sister — that the Virgin
called you prior to our falling into ecstasy.  What
were those calls?

— TThhee ffiirrsstt wwaass aa ssuuddddeenn ffeeeelliinngg ooff mmiilldd jjooyy..  TThhee
sseeccoonndd wwaass aa ssttrroonnggeerr jjooyy..  TThhee tthhiirrdd mmaaddee uuss ggoo
oouuttssiiddee,, oovveerrwwhheellmmeedd wwiitthh jjooyy..

WWhhaatt iitt wwaass lliikkee ttoo lliivvee iinn tthhoossee ttiimmeess wwhheenn wwee
wweerree sseeeeiinngg tthhee VViirrggiinn ssoo oofftteenn!!  AAlltthhoouugghh wwee hhaadd ttoo
rreemmaaiinn wwiitthhoouutt sslleeeeppiinngg,, iitt ddiiddnn''tt mmaatttteerr ttoo uuss..  WWee
wweerree ssoo hhaappppyy!!

— Did the people from the village harass you?

— YYeess,, bbuutt iitt ddiiddnn''tt mmaatttteerr ttoo uuss..  WWee wweerree ssoo
hhaappppyy tthhaatt wwee ddiiddnn''tt ssuuffffeerr..

October 229

Also a long interview.  Conchita spoke at
length about the times when the Virgin was ap-
pearing to them . . .

Certainly — the Sister stated — the Virgin
prefers to appear to children.  Since they don't have
human respect, they'll transmit her messages better.

— II tthhiinnkk tthhaatt II wwoouulldd hhaavvee ddoonnee tthhee ssaammee eevveenn iiff
II hhaadd bbeeeenn aann aadduulltt..  OOnnee ddaayy wwhheenn II hhaadd ffiinniisshheedd
ssppeeaakkiinngg ttoo hheerr,, tthhee VViirrggiinn ttoolldd mmee ttoo ttuurrnn ttoowwaarrdd aa
ccoouuppllee wwhhoo wweerree bbeehhiinndd mmee aanndd tteellll tthheemm,, YYoouu aarreenn''tt
lliivviinngg rriigghhtt.. II ddiidd tthhiiss,, aalltthhoouugghh iitt eemmbbaarrrraasssseedd mmee..
II kknnooww tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree mmoovveedd,, ssiinnccee tthheeyy bbeeggaann ttoo ccrryy
aanndd wweenntt ttoo ccoonnffeessssiioonn oonn tthhaatt ssaammee ddaayy..  SShhee ttoolldd mmee
mmaannyy tthhiinnggss lliikkee tthhaatt .. .. ..

WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk tthhee AAnnggeell wwaass lliikkee??  AAnn aadduulltt??
NNoo,, hhee wwaass aabboouutt 99 yyeeaarrss oolldd,, wwiitthh aa bblluuee ttuunniicc aanndd
rroossee-ccoolloorreedd wwiinnggss..  WWee ddiiddnn''tt sseeee hhiiss hhaannddss,, eexxcceepptt
wwhheenn hhee ggaavvee uuss CCoommmmuunniioonn..

MMaannyy ttiimmeess tthhee VViirrggiinn ddiiddnn''tt llooookk ddiirreeccttllyy aatt
uuss,, bbuutt ffaarrtthheerr aawwaayy aatt tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo wweerree bbee-
hhiinndd uuss..  SSoommeettiimmeess sshhee cchhaannggeedd hheerr eexxpprreessssiioonn;;
bbuutt sshhee ddiiddnn''tt ssttoopp ssmmiilliinngg..  II aasskkeedd hheerr,, WWhhoomm aarree
yyoouu llooookkiinngg aatt?? SShhee ssaaiidd ttoo mmee,, II AAMM LLOOOOKKIINNGG
AATT MMYY CCHHIILLDDRREENN..
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“without sleeping”
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“like a friend—just as if she were living with us”

WWee ttaallkkeedd ttoo hheerr aabboouutt eevveerryytthhiinngg,, eevveenn aabboouutt
oouurr ccoowwss .. .. ..  SShhee llaauugghheedd vveerryy mmuucchh..  WWee aallssoo
ppllaayyeedd ttooggeetthheerr..  HHooww hhaappppyy wwee wweerree tthheenn!!  WWee
ddiiddnn''tt ssuuffffeerr aa tthhiinngg,, aalltthhoouugghh ssoommee ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee
bbootthheerreedd uuss..

SShhee sseeeemmeedd ttoo bbee aabboouutt sseevveenntteeeenn..  BBeeccaauussee ooff
tthhiiss,, II wwaass pplleeaasseedd wwhheenn aa rreettrreeaatt mmaasstteerr ssaaiidd tthhaatt
wwee wwoouulldd sseeee tthhee VViirrggiinn aabboouutt tthhiiss aaggee..

II lliikkee ttoo hheeaarr tthhee VViirrggiinn ttaallkkeedd aabboouutt..  II''vvee
hheeaarrdd oonnllyy aa ffeeww pprriieessttss ssppeeaakk aabboouutt hheerr..  OOnnee ooff
tthheemm ttoolldd mmee oonnee ddaayy,, IIff tthheessee tthhiinnggss aabboouutt GGaarr-
aabbaannddaall aarreenn''tt ttrruuee,, II wwoonn''tt ppuutt ffaaiitthh iinn aannyytthhiinngg..
DDoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk tthhaatt''ss ggoooodd??  iitt ttrroouubblleedd mmee..

__________

Sister wrote down that Conchita was preoccu-
pied with the expression of that imprudent priest,
and recalled it frequently.

—— HHooww nniiccee iitt wwaass ttoo bbee wwiitthh tthhee VViirrggiinn!!
SShhee wwaass rreeaallllyy lliikkee aa ffrriieenndd;; jjuusstt aass iiff sshhee wweerree
lliivviinngg wwiitthh uuss..  AAnndd sshhee ccaalllleedd uuss bbyy oouurr nniicckk-

nnaammeess lliikkee tthhee ppeeooppllee ddiidd..  SShhee ddiiddnn''tt ssaayy MMaa-
rrííaa CCoonncceeppcciióónn,, bbuutt CCoonncchhiittaa;; nnoott MMaarrííaa DDoo-
lloorreess,, bbuutt LLoollii..

NNooww wwee ggeett wweeaarryy iinn oouurr ppeerriiooddss ooff pprraayyeerr;;
bbuutt tthheenn wwee ddiiddnn''tt ffeeeell wweeaarryy,, oorr sslleeeeppyy,, oorr aannyy-
tthhiinngg..  WWee ssaaww hheerr ssoo mmaannyy ttiimmeess!!

October 330

—— II lleeaarrnneedd mmaannyy tthhiinnggss iinn mmyy vviillllaaggee ssiinnccee
tthhee ppeeooppllee ccoonnffiiddeedd tthheeiirr pprroobblleemmss ttoo mmee..
SSoommee ooff tthheemm wweerree ttrreemmeennddoouuss..  TThhee oonneess tthhaatt
mmaaddee tthhee bbiiggggeesstt iimmpprreessssiioonn oonn mmee wweerree tthhoossee
ooff pprriieessttss;; tthheessee ttrroouubblleedd mmee!!

AA ccoonnffeessssoorr ttoolldd mmee ttoo aasskk tthhee LLoorrdd ffoorr tthhee
ddeessiirree ooff ssuuffffeerriinngg,, aanndd aallssoo ttoo aacccceepptt ppaaiinn wwiitthh
jjooyy..  II ccoouullddnn''tt ssppeeaakk ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd lliikkee tthhaatt,, ssiinnccee
iitt ddooeessnn''tt ccoommee ffrroomm mmee..  II''mm aaffrraaiidd ooff ssuuffffeerriinngg!!
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“We saw her so many times!”
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“FAITHFULNESS IN EVERYDAY LIFE”

— I understand; but we ought to trust in Him,
and know that we ought to serve for something in His
Hands.  God wishes to take us as little instruments,
perhaps as "tapers for lighting the large candles."

—TThhaatt''ss ttrruuee..  WWee aarree iinnssttrruummeennttss;; ppeeooppllee sshhoouulldd-
nn''tt nnoottiiccee uuss..  IInn tthhee vviillllaaggee tthheeyy sshhoovveedd uuss,, tthheeyy ppuulllleedd
oonn oouurr ccllootthheess .. .. ..  TThheeyy ssoouugghhtt aafftteerr uuss..  AAnndd aalltthhoouugghh
ssoo mmaannyy wweenntt uupp ttoo tthhee PPiinneess,, nnoott aallll ooff tthheemm aapp-
pprrooaacchheedd tthhee ttaabbeerrnnaaccllee..

November 11

Feast of All Saints.  To make use of extra free
time, Conchita and the Sister spoke for a long time,
taking as a topic the life of the blessed in heaven and
what they should do to get there.

— OOnnee ddaayy iinn aann aappppaarriittiioonn wwiitthh tthhee VViirrggiinn,,
wwee wweerree wweeaarriinngg hhaaiirrsshhiirrttss,, aalltthhoouugghh vveerryy lloooossee..
IInn oorrddeerr tthhaatt sshhee wwoouulldd nnoottiiccee tthhaatt wwee wweerree
wweeaarriinngg tthheemm,, wwee ffeelltt tthheemm ffrroomm ttiimmee ttoo ttiimmee..
SShhee ssaaiidd ttoo uuss,, YYeess,, II kknnooww tthhaatt yyoouu aarree wweeaa-
rriinngg tthheemm;; bbuutt tthhaatt iiss nnoott eexxaaccttllyy wwhhaatt II aasskk 

ffrroomm yyoouu,, oorr wwhhaatt pplleeaasseess mmee tthhee mmoosstt,, bbuutt rraatthheerr
FFAAIITTHHFFUULLNNEESSSS IINN EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY LLIIFFEE..

OOnnccee sshhee aallssoo ssaaiidd,, IIff yyoouu sseeee aann aannggeell aanndd aa
pprriieesstt ttooggeetthheerr,, yyoouu sshhoouulldd ffiirrsstt sshhooww rreessppeecctt ttoo
tthhee pprriieesstt..

II aasskkeedd tthhee VViirrggiinn,, WWiillll tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd bbee
dduurriinngg tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthheessee ffuuttuurree hhaappppeenniinnggss?? SShhee
aannsswweerreedd mmee,, NNoo,, tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee ttiimmeess..

TThhee WWaarrnniinngg wwiillll bbee aa ppuurriiffiiccaattiioonn,, aa pprreeppaarr-
aattiioonn ffoorr tthhee MMiirraaccllee,, aanndd eevveerryyoonnee wwiillll sseeee iitt..  IItt
wwiillll mmaakkee ppeeooppllee aawwaarree ooff tthhee eevviill tthhaatt tthheeyy ddoo wwiitthh
tthheeiirr ssiinnss..

AAfftteerr PPaauull VVII,, tthheerree wwiillll bbee oonnllyy ttwwoo mmoorree ppooppeess;;
aanndd aafftteerr tthhaatt,, tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee ttiimmeess..(3) II ttoolldd tthhee ddaattee
ooff tthhee MMiirraaccllee ttoo CCaarrddiinnaall OOttttaavviiaannii aanndd tthhee PPooppee''ss
ccoonnffeessssoorr..  TThhee PPooppee ggaavvee mmee tthhee iimmpprreessssiioonn ooff bbeeiinngg
aann oopppprreesssseedd ppeerrssoonn,, aass iiff rreessttrraaiinneedd bbyy tthhee ccaarrddiinnaallss
aanndd tthhee hhiieerraarrcchhyy..

3.  The Warning, the Miracle, the Chastisement, the End of
Times will come out in detail in the upcoming chapters.
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“The Warning will be a purification, a preparation for the Miracle.”
85



TThhee MMiirraaccllee wwiillll sshhooww tthhee ggrreeaatt lloovvee ooff GGoodd..

November 33

—— AAfftteerr hhiiss ddeeaatthh FFrr.. LLuuiiss AAnnddrreeuu ttaauugghhtt mmee
ttoo pprraayy tthhee HHaaiill MMaarryy iinn GGrreeeekk..

WWee hheeaarrdd hhiiss vvooiiccee dduurriinngg aann eeccssttaassyy;; bbuutt wwee
ddiiddnn''tt sseeee hhiimm..

AAllssoo hhee ttoolldd mmee aa mmeessssaaggee ffoorr hhiiss bbrrootthheerr,, aanndd
aa FFrreenncchh ssoonngg,, wwhhiicchh II ddoonn''tt rreemmeemmbbeerr aannyymmoorree,,
aalltthhoouugghh FFrr.. RRaammóónn kknnoowwss iitt bbyy hheeaarrtt..

HHee ttoolldd uuss hhooww tthheeyy hhaadd bbuurriieedd hhiimm .. .. ..

HHiiss vvooiiccee wwaass tthhee ssaammee aass wwhheenn hhee wwaass aalliivvee..

November 66
The sister spoke to Conchita about detachment,

about the need for her to restrain herself in the satis-
faction of her desires . . .

—— II wwaass ssuurrrroouunnddeedd wwiitthh ssoo mmaannyy rriiddiiccuulloouuss
ttaasstteess aanndd rreecceeiivveedd ssoo mmaannyy ggiiffttss tthhaatt II bbeeccaammee
aaccccuussttoommeedd ttoo wwaassttee tthhiinnggss .. .. ..  BBuutt II uunnddeerrssttaanndd
wwhhaatt II oouugghhtt ttoo ddoo aanndd kknnooww tthhaatt yyoouu aarree tteelllliinngg
mmee tthhiiss ffoorr mmyy oowwnn ggoooodd..

TTooddaayy aa nneewwssppaappeerr iinn BBuurrggooss ccaammee oouutt wwiitthh
tthhee eevveennttss ooff GGaarraabbaannddaall;; bbuutt tthheeyy ddiiddnn''tt tteellll
wwhheerree II aamm..

— Are you happy when you see that they
publicize it?

—— BBeeffoorree,, vveerryy mmuucchh..  NNooww,, aass iiff iitt wweerreenn''tt mmyy
aaffffaaiirr,, aass iiff iitt wweerree ssoommeetthhiinngg ccoommpplleetteellyy sseeppaarraatt-
eedd ffrroomm mmee..

TThhee ppeeooppllee pprraayy tthhaatt tthhee MMiirraaccllee wwiillll ttaakkee
ppllaaccee..  DDoonn''tt yyoouu sseeee tthhaatt tthhiiss iiss ffoooolliisshh??  IItt wwiillll
ttaakkee ppllaaccee wwhheetthheerr tthheeyy pprraayy oorr nnoott..  II oonnllyy rree-
qquueesstt tthhaatt tthhee mmeessssaaggee bbee ffuullffiilllleedd..  MMaannyy pprraayy
ffoorr tthhee MMiirraaccllee iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt ootthheerrss,, wwhhoo hhaavvee
nnoott bbeelliieevveedd,, wwiillll bbee ppuutt ddoowwnn..  TThhiiss ddooeessnn''tt
sseeeemm ggoooodd ttoo mmee..  II tthhiinnkk tthhaatt mmyy ootthheerr iiss aannxx-
iioouuss ffoorr tthhee MMiirraaccllee ttoo ccoommee iinn oorrddeerr ttoo bbee ffrreeee
ffrroomm ddoouubbttss aanndd wwoorrrryy .. .. ..  IItt''ss wwoonnddeerrffuull ttoo
lloovvee GGoodd aanndd ttoo hhaavvee ffaaiitthh,, wwiitthhoouutt sseeeeiinngg aannyy-
tthhiinngg..  II wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo ddoo iitt tthhaatt wwaayy,, bbuutt .. .. ..

— God is patient; He gives us light by steps.  The
Virgin taught you slowly, but never showed herself
displeased, isn't that right?

—— NNoo,, nneevveerr!!  WWee nneevveerr ssaaww hheerr tthhaatt wwaayy,,
eevveenn wwhheenn sshhee wwaass ssppeeaakkiinngg ttoo uuss aabboouutt tthhee CChhaass-
ttiisseemmeenntt..  WWee hhaavvee sseeeenn tthhee CChhaassttiisseemmeenntt,, ddiidd
yyoouu kknnooww tthhaatt??  BBuutt wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott iitt wwiillll ttaakkee
ppllaaccee,, tthhaatt ddeeppeennddss..  wwhheenn wwee ttoolldd hheerr oouurr ffaauullttss,,
sshhee wwaass ssiilleenntt..

WWhheenn ssaayyiinngg ggoooodd-bbyyee,, sshhee kkiisssseedd uuss,, aanndd iitt
wwaass lliikkee tthhiiss .. .. ..  WWee ddiiddnn''tt ffeeeell aannyy pphhyyssiiccaall ccoonn-
ttaacctt aanndd aatt tthhee ssaammee ttiimmee wwee wweerreenn''tt aabbllee ttoo
aaddvvaannccee ffuurrtthheerr,, ssiinnccee tthheerree wwaass ssoommeetthhiinngg tthheerree
tthhaatt pprreevveenntteedd uuss ffrroomm ddooiinngg iitt..

WWee wwaanntteedd ttoo ttoouucchh,, aanndd oouurr hhaanndd ddiiddnn''tt ttoouucchh
aannyytthhiinngg oonn aarrrriivviinngg aatt hheerr,, nnoorr wwaass iitt aabbllee ttoo ccoonn-
ttiinnuuee ffuurrtthheerr..  WWee hheelldd tthhee CChhiilldd JJeessuuss iinn oouurr
aarrmmss,, aanndd wwee ffeelltt nnoo wweeiigghhtt,, nnoorr ddiidd wwee ffeeeell aannyy
pphhyyssiiccaall ccoonnttaacctt;; bbuutt HHee wwaass tthheerree..

TThhee VViirrggiinn ttoolldd uuss oonnee ddaayy tthhaatt sshhee ppuutt ppeerr-
ffuummee oonn tthhee ssiiddeess ooff hheerr ssaannddaallss wwhhiillee sshhee wwaass lliivv-
iinngg oonn eeaarrtthh .. .. ..

TThhee VViirrggiinn nneevveerr wweepptt,, aalltthhoouugghh tthhee ppeeooppllee
ccrriieedd wwiitthh uuss wwhheenn tthheeyy ssaaww uuss wweeeepp..  OOnn sseeeeiinngg
tthhee VViirrggiinn,, tteeaarrss eessccaappeedd ffrroomm uuss mmaannyy ttiimmeess;; bbuutt
iitt wwaass ffrroomm eemmoottiioonn..
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“The Miracle will show the great love of God.”
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“Helping others has done me much good.”

AAtt tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee pprreeddiiccttiioonn ooff tthhee CChhaassttiissee-
mmeenntt,, tthhee wwhhoollee vviillllaaggee ccoonnffeesssseedd..

November 88

—— HHeellppiinngg ootthheerrss hhaass ddoonnee mmee mmuucchh ggoooodd..
WWhheenn II vviissiitteedd tthhee hhoossppiittaallss,, II nnoottiicceedd tthhaatt II
bbeenneeffiitteedd..  TThheenn II rreemmeemmbbeerreedd tthhee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt
aattttrraacctteedd mmee aatt ootthheerr ttiimmeess —— lliikkee aammuusseemmeennttss,,
ffiinnee ccllootthheess —— aanndd II ssaaww tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerreenn''tt wwoorrtthh
tthhee ttrroouubbllee..

— Suffering leads to God.

—— YYeess;; bbuutt aallssoo jjooyy..  JJooyyss hhaavvee hheellppeedd mmee
mmaannyy ttiimmeess..  II tthhiinnkk ooff hheeaavveenn —— hhooww ggoooodd ttoo bbee
tthheerree!!  TThhee ffiirrsstt tthhiinngg tthhaatt II''mm ggooiinngg ttoo ddoo iiss
eemmbbrraaccee tthhee VViirrggiinn aanndd tthhee TTHHRREEEE(4) vveerryy hhaarrdd..

GGoodd ddooeess eexxcceeppttiioonnaall tthhiinnggss,, iissnn''tt tthhaatt ssoo??  AAnndd tthhee 

4.  This surely refers to the three persons of the Blessed
Trinity:  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

ppeeooppllee ddoonn''tt rreessppoonndd wweellll..

II rreeccaallll mmaannyy ttiimmeess wwhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd iinn mmyy
vviillllaaggee..  WWee ssaaww mmaannyy ccaasseess ooff hhyysstteerriiaa..  TThheeyy
ttoouucchheedd mmyy bbooddyy,, tthhiinnkkiinngg tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd bbee
ccuurreedd .. .. ..  AAnndd tthheerree wweerree eevveenn tthhoossee wwhhoo ddiidd-
nn''tt ggoo tthheerree bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy bbeelliieevveedd tthhaatt II rreeaadd
ccoonnsscciieenncceess..  TThhaatt mmaaddee mmee llaauugghh..  HHooww wwaass II
ggooiinngg ttoo rreeaadd ccoonnsscciieenncceess??  TThhee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt II
ssaaiidd ttoo cceerrttaaiinn ppeeooppllee aatt tthhee ttiimmee wweerree ttoolldd ttoo
mmee bbyy tthhee VViirrggiinn..

The Sister showed a picture of a holy card
that attempted to show the Virgin as she appear-
ed at Garabandal:

—— HHeeaavveennss!!  WWhhaatt tthhiiss ddooeess ttoo mmee!!  exclaim-
ed Conchita.

We laughed — noted the Sister — and she des-
cribed again how she saw the Virgin, with such ex-
actness that she said nothing different from what she
had repeated so many times.  She spoke at times of
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““SShhee ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt II wwoouullddnn’’tt sseeee hheerr tthheerree aaggaaiinn..””

everything as if her ‘denials’ had not existed.  This is
really marvelous, and at the same time there is a
tremendous mystery here, indescribable.

November 99
The Sister tried to lift up her spirits, telling her

that when the darkness passed she would enter into
the fullness of God . . .

—— WWhhaatt aa jjooyy iiff iitt wweerree lliikkee tthhaatt!!  BBuutt ccoouulldd II
ppoossssiibbllyy eexxppeerriieennccee mmoorree jjooyy tthhaann II hhaavvee eexxppeerrii-
eenncceedd iinn tthhee ppaasstt??  TThhee aappppaarriittiioonnss ooff tthhee VViirrggiinn
ffiilllleedd mmee wwiitthh hhaappppiinneessss..  BBuutt tthhee llooccuuttiioonnss ooff
JJeessuuss aarree mmuucchh bbeetttteerr..  II ddoonn''tt uunnddeerrssttaanndd .. .. ..  IItt
iiss ssoommeetthhiinngg ssuuppeerriioorr .. .. ..  II pprraayy tthhaatt HHee aaccccoomm-
pplliisshheess HHiiss wwiillll iinn mmee..

TThhee VViirrggiinn ttaauugghhtt uuss ttoo pprraayy tthhee lliittaannyy aanndd tthhee
mmyysstteerriieess ooff tthhee rroossaarryy tthhaatt wwee ddiiddnn''tt kknnooww..  SShhee
oonnllyy pprraayyeedd tthhee GGlloorriiaa;; iiff sshhee bbeeggaann wwiitthh tthhee ootthheerr
pprraayyeerrss,, iitt wwaass iinn oorrddeerr ttoo iinnssttrruucctt uuss..

TThhee llaasstt ttiimmee tthhaatt II ssaaww hheerr wwaass oonn NNoovveemmbbeerr
1133tthh ooff tthhee ppaasstt yyeeaarr aatt tthhee PPiinneess..  SShhee ttoolldd mmee
tthhaatt II wwoouullddnn''tt sseeee hheerr tthheerree aaggaaiinn .. .. ..  (She
understandably made a long pause of silence
and sentiment.)

SSoommee ttiimmee aaggoo wwhhiillee iinn mmyy vviillllaaggee,, tthhee VViirrggiinn
ppooiinntteedd oouutt aa RReeddeemmppttoorriisstt ffaatthheerr,, aa cclloossee ffrriieenndd
ooff MMeerrcceeddeess SSaalliissaacchhss,, ffoorr mmee ttoo ccoonnffeessss ttoo hhiimm..
TThhiiss pprriieesstt aaddvviisseedd mmee nnoott ttoo ddrreessss ssoo wweellll,, tthhaatt
hhee ddiiddnn''tt lliikkee ttoo sseeee mmee ssoo wweellll-ddrreesssseedd..  II ddiiddnn''tt
ffeeeell iinncclliinneedd ttoo tteellll hhiimm mmyy aaffffaaiirrss;; iitt ddiiddnn''tt ccoommee
oouutt ooff mmee..  II ttoolldd tthhiiss ttoo tthhee VViirrggiinn,, aanndd sshhee wwaass
ssiilleenntt;; sshhee lleefftt mmee wwiitthhoouutt aa rreessppoonnssee..  OOnnee ddaayy II
mmaaddee uupp mmyy mmiinndd aanndd ttoolldd tthhiiss pprriieesstt wwhhaatt hhaadd
hhaappppeenneedd..  TThhiiss mmaaddee hhiimm vveerryy hhaappppyy;; bbuutt II wwaass
nneevveerr aabbllee ttoo ccoommmmuunniiccaattee aannyytthhiinngg ttoo hhiimm,,;; iitt
wwaass iimmppoossssiibbllee ffoorr mmee..

November 112

Conchita seemed to need a day of rest, especially
spiritually, to restore peace in her mind, agitated by a
thousand confusions and doubts.  The Sister under-
stood, and responded to this need.  At an early hour
the two went out walking down the road leading
toward the famous Monastery of Miraflores, taking
lunch and a couple harmonicas.  On the way Con-
chita spoke of memories that she held inside and
needed to share . . .  For example:

—— YYoouu kknnooww FFaatthheerr CCoolllliinn??  NNooww hhee iiss ttrryyiinngg
ttoo ppaassss ffoorr tthhee PPooppee..(5) HHee wwaass iinn mmyy vviillllaaggee..  HHee
wwaanntteedd ttoo ssppeeaakk wwiitthh mmee;; bbuutt mmyy mmootthheerr wwoouulldd
nnoott aallllooww iitt..  TThhee ppeeooppllee ffiinnaallllyy tthhrreeww hhiimm oouutt ooff
tthhee vviillllaaggee..

WWeellll,, wwhheenn II wwaass iinn RRoommee,, tthheeyy sshhoowweedd mmee aa
ppiiccttuurree ffrroomm aa nneewwssppaappeerr iinn wwhhiicchh II wwaass sshhoowwnn aatt
FFaatthheerr CCoolllliinn''ss ssiiddee..  AAnndd iitt mmeennttiioonneedd tthheerree tthhaatt
hhee hhaadd bbeeeenn wwiitthh mmee .. .. ..  AAnndd mmaannyy ootthheerr lliieess..  II
ddeennyy tthhiiss,, ssiinnccee II hhaavvee nneevveerr bbeeeenn wwiitthh hhiimm..  TThheeyy
mmaakkee uupp mmaannyy tthhiinnggss lliikkee tthhiiss..

OOnnee ddaayy aa wwoommaann ccaammee ttoo mmyy vviillllaaggee,, aanndd iinn-
ssiisstteennttllyy aasskkeedd mmee ttoo iinnssccrriibbee aa ccaarrdd ffoorr hheerr..  II
wwrroottee nnootthhiinngg mmoorree tthhaann,, AAsskk tthhaatt ggoodd bblleessss oouurr
oonnllyy PPooppee,, HHiiss HHoolliinneessss PPaauull VVII.. II ddoonn''tt kknnooww
wwhhyy tthhaatt ooccccuurrrreedd ttoo mmee..  AA lliittttllee llaatteerr aa pprriieesstt II
kknneeww wweellll ccaammee rruunnnniinngg uupp aanndd ssaaiidd ttoo mmee,, WWhhaatt
hhaavvee yyoouu wwrriitttteenn ffoorr tthhaatt wwoommaann??  SShhee iiss aa
mmaassoonn,, aa ssuuppppoorrtteerr ooff FFaatthheerr CCoolllliinn..

The way was delightful — writes the sister — it

5.  This man lives in France and has his cortege and small
group of followers.  He calls himself Clement XV.
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was a little cold, but bearable.  We stopped for a
while on top of a little hill overlooking the city and
I taught her to play the harmonica.  She learned
almost the complete Noche de Paz and the Ave
Maria of Lourdes.  Then going on in silence, we
prayed a rosary under the sky.  After this we en-
tered the monastery, and sitting down there, we
talked about a painting . . .  At six at night people
came to pick us up in a car.  The afternoon had
passed devoutly and swiftly, in a wonderful peace.

At night we returned, and the two of us got
together in the chapel while everyone was resting.
She was in the chapel there at the beginning of
November 13th on which she was going to have the
first anniversary of the last apparition of the Virgin.

We began by meditating on the rosary.  The
chapel was dark; only the statue of the Virgin was
lit up.  The silence was complete and the presence of
God was felt.  during each mystery we paused, and I
expressed thoughts that came forth spontaneously.
I've never prayed in my life with more fervor!  We
were on our knees in the same pew . . .

After reposing a while in silence, seated in the
first pew, we began our litany of petitions.  With
quiet around us, we spoke our requests for one per-
son or another in a hushed voice.  The moment was
tense, with an extraordinary peace; we seemed to
be a single person praying simply and with
immense confidence.  She began the petition, and I
completed it, or vice versa.  She prayed for a whole
multitude of people and intentions, her glance fixed
on the statue of the Virgin . . .  Conchita began to
say in a whisper:

—— MMyy mmootthheerr aanndd mmyy bbrrootthheerr ssuuffffeerr..  CChhoonn(6)

hhaass ttoolldd mmee tthhiiss aanndd II sseeee iitt ffrroomm tthhee lleetttteerrss tthhaatt
II rreecceeiivvee .. .. ..  II ddoonn''tt kknnooww wwhhyy iitt iiss tthhaatt oonn
rreettuurrnniinngg ffrroomm tthhee mmoonnaasstteerryy,, II aamm ffiinnddiinngg ssuucchh
ssoorrrrooww .. .. ..  TThhiiss mmoorrnniinngg II ddiiddnn''tt hhaavvee tthhee ddeessiirree
eeiitthheerr ttoo pprraayy oorr tthhiinnkk dduurriinngg MMaassss..  MMyy hheeaadd
wwaass bboowweedd llooww;; II ddoonn''tt kknnooww iiff II aaccccoommpplliisshheedd
aannyytthhiinngg..  IIff tthhiiss ddrryynneessss wwoouulldd lleeaavvee mmee,, tthhaatt
wwoouulldd mmaakkee mmee vveerryy hhaappppyy..  DDoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk tthhaatt
tthhiinnkkiinngg tthhiiss iiss ooppppoosseedd ttoo tthhee wwiillll ooff GGoodd??

— No, Christ also said, “Take this chalice from
me."  You still have doubts, don't you?

6.  Ascensión de Luis, the young Jewish girl mentioned in a
previous chapter, who converted to Catholicism.

““aa ddrreeaamm tthhaatt hhaass ggoonnee aawwaayy””

—— JJuusstt aass bbeeffoorree..  TThhaatt iiss,, tthhee ssaammee aass bbeeffoorree
AAuugguusstt 1155tthh..(7) II sseeee aallll tthhee aappppaarriittiioonnss aass iiff tthheeyy
hhaadd bbeeeenn aa ddrreeaamm tthhaatt hhaass ggoonnee aawwaayy..

— Can you deny them completely?

—— NNoo..  NNoo,, tthhaatt II ccoouulldd nnoott!!  II wwoouulldd ffeeeell rree-
mmoorrssee..  WWhheenn II ddeennyy,, II ffeeeell iinnssiiddee —— ddeeeepp ddoowwnn ——
ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaatt ddooeessnn''tt lleeaavvee mmee aatt ppeeaaccee..

__________

In a long series of petitions, there were these two:

MMaarrííaa NNiieevveess:: We petition you, Lord, for the Pope.

CCoonncchhiittaa:: AAnndd ffoorr aallll tthhoossee wwhhoo ssuurrrroouunndd hhiimm..

MMaarrííaa NNiieevveess:: We petition you, Lord, for priests.

CCoonncchhiittaa:: SSoo tthhaatt tthheeyy mmaayy bbee hhoollyy,, aanndd mmaayy nnoott
ssttoopp wweeaarriinngg tthhee ccllootthh oouutt ooff pprreessuummppttiioonn..  II ddoo nnoott
lliikkee ttoo sseeee aa pprriieesstt aass aa llaayymmaann..  NNoott aatt aallll..

The unplanned vigil ended near the altar — as
Sister María Nieves wrote — like two children in
front of the Mother of Heaven and God the Father.
Something that I couldn't forget, for the simplicity,
the peace, the interior joy.  It was one o'clock when
we retired, and it had seemed a very short time to us.
On getting up from the floor, Conchita said to me:

—— II wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo ssttaayy aallll nniigghhtt..

7.  On August 15th, 1966, a type of darkness concerning the
apparitions fell on Conchita's mind.
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““WWhhoo lloovveess tthhee MMootthheerr,, aallssoo lloovveess tthhee SSoonn..””

November 115
—— IInn mmyy vviillllaaggee,, tthheeyy ttoolldd mmee sseevveerraall ttiimmeess ttoo

kkiissss mmyy mmootthheerr wwhheenn II hhaadd ddiisspplleeaasseedd hheerr..  II
ccoouullddnn''tt ddoo tthhiiss aanndd iitt iirrrriittaatteedd mmee..  II ddoonn''tt lliikkee ttoo
kkiissss..  WWhheenn tthheeyy eemmbbrraacceedd mmee,, II hheelldd oouutt mmyy
cchheeeekk,, bbuutt II ddiiddnn''tt kkiissss;; II rreeaallllyy oonnllyy kkiisssseedd LLoollii..

November 116
—— SSoommeettiimmeess tthheeyy jjuuddggeedd mmee bbaadd wwiitthhoouutt

rreeaassoonn..  II rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt oonnee ddaayy tthhee gguuaarrddss ttoolldd
mmee ssoommeetthhiinngg bbaadd tthhaatt hhaadd bbeeeenn ssaaiidd aabboouutt mmee..
II lleett oouutt aa llaauugghh,, bbeeccaauussee II ddiiddnn''tt uunnddeerrssttaanndd..
TThheeyy bbeeccaammee aannggrryy aatt mmyy llaauugghhtteerr..  LLaatteerr II mmeenn-
ttiioonneedd iitt iinn mmyy hhoommee,, aanndd eevveerryyoonnee wwaass uuppsseett..
TThheeyy eevveenn ccaammee ttoo tthhrreeaatteenn tthhee gguuaarrddss ffoorr hhaavv-
iinngg ssaaiidd ssuucchh tthhiinnggss ttoo aa cchhiilldd..

November 117
Conchita had heard that there was danger of war

because of the situation in Gibraltar . . .  She was
worried, thinking of her brother Miguel, and she
spoke to the Sister as soon as she saw her:

—— HHooww aaffrraaiidd II aamm ooff wwaarr!!  WWiillll iitt hhaappppeenn??

IInn 11996622,, wwhheenn tthheeyy wweerree ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt tthhee
tthhrreeaatt ooff wwaarr,, II mmeennttiioonneedd iitt ttoo tthhee VViirrggiinn..  WWiillll
tthheerree bbee aa wwaarr??

SShhee oonnllyy aannsswweerreedd mmee,, GGoodd ddooeess nnoott wwaanntt wwaarr
ffoorr HHiiss cchhiillddrreenn..

TThhaatt ssaayyss aa lloott,, ddooeessnn''tt iitt??
__________

In order to inspire Conchita to be strong in the
face of difficulties, the sister talked to her about
Christ.  This obviously pleased Conchita; however,
she ended up saying this:

—— II tthhiinnkk mmoorree ooff tthhee VViirrggiinn..  IItt iiss .. .. .. aass iiff II
hhaavvee mmoorree ffeeeelliinngg ffoorr hheerr..  TThhee LLoorrdd iiss vveerryy sseerrii-
oouuss..  AAnndd wwhheenn HHee ssppeeaakkss ttoo mmee,, HHee sseeeemmss ccoonn-
cceerrnneedd ffoorr eevveerryyoonnee..  TThhee VViirrggiinn,, aass iiff mmoorree ffoorr
mmee .. .. ..  AAnnyywwaayy,, iinn ssuummmmiinngg tthhiinnggss uupp::  wwhhoo lloovveess
tthhee MMootthheerr,, aallssoo lloovveess tthhee SSoonn..  IIssnn''tt tthhaatt ssoo??

November 225

—— II rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt mmyy vviillllaaggee mmaaddee mmee ssuuffffeerr..
II ffeelltt aass iiff iimmpprriissoonneedd iinn iitt..  II aacctteedd bbyy tthhee ccoomm-
mmaanndd ooff ootthheerrss wwhhoo ccoonnssttaannttllyy aaddvviisseedd mmee,, GGoo ttoo
MMaassss .. .. ..  PPrraayy tthhee rroossaarryy .. .. ..  DDoo tthhiiss .. .. ..  GGiivvee
uupp tthhaatt .. .. .. AAtt ttiimmeess II tthhoouugghhtt II wwoouulldd bbee hhaappppyy
ttoo bbee iinn aa hheerrmmiittaaggee aawwaayy ffrroomm eevveerryyoonnee,, aanndd ttoo
wwoorrkk tthheerree aalloonnee ffoorr GGoodd,, aanndd sseeee wwhhaatt II wwaass
ccaappaabbllee ooff ddooiinngg wwiitthhoouutt tthheeiirr ffoorreevveerr tteelllliinngg mmee..

- - -

OOnn tthhee oonnee hhaanndd II hhaavvee nnoo ddeessiirree ffoorr tthhee ffeeaasstt
ooff tthhee IImmmmaaccuullaattee CCoonncceeppttiioonn ttoo ccoommee bbeeccaauussee iitt
wwiillll hhuurrtt mmee tthhaatt tthhiiss ddaayy aarrrriivveess aanndd II wwoonn''tt hhaavvee
aannyytthhiinngg..  ((AAllll tthheessee yyeeaarrss ssiinnccee 11996611,,  II hhaavvee hhaadd
aann aappppaarriittiioonn oorr llooccuuttiioonn oonn iitt..))  AAnndd oonn tthhee ootthheerr
hhaanndd,, II ffeeaarr tthhaatt ssoommeetthhiinngg wwiillll bbee ggiivveenn ttoo mmee ——
ssiinnccee llaatteerr aannxxiieettiieess wwiillll ccoommee oovveerr mmee aass ttoo
wwhheetthheerr iitt wwaass oorr wwaass nnoott..

- - -

DDoo yyoouu kknnooww ssoommeetthhiinngg??  YYoouu ggaavvee mmee oonnee ooff
tthhee eennvveellooppeess tthhaatt tthheeyy mmaaddee ffoorr aallll tthhee ggiirrllss oonn
tthhee 2211sstt,, tthhee ffeeaasstt ooff tthhee PPrreesseennttaattiioonn ooff tthhee
VViirrggiinn..  IItt wwaass sseeaalleedd,, aanndd II rreecceeiivveedd iitt wwiitthh aa ggrreeaatt
ddeessiirree ttoo kknnooww wwhhaatt tthhee VViirrggiinn wwaanntteedd ffrroomm mmee..
DDoo yyoouu kknnooww wwhhaatt mmiinnee ccoonnttaaiinneedd??  WWhhaatt sshhee hhaadd
ttoolldd uuss ssoo mmaannyy ttiimmeess:: FFiiddeelliittyy iinn eevveerryyddaayy lliiffee!!
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November 229
—— II wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo hhaavvee mmyy bbrrootthheerrss pprriieessttss..  II

hhaavvee kknnoowwnn mmaannyy .. .. ..  II rreemmeemmbbeerr aa yyoouunngg pprriieesstt
ooff tthhee HHeeaarrtt ooff MMaarryy,, ttoo wwhhoomm II wwaanntteedd ttoo ggiivvee tthhee
ccrruucciiffiixx ttoo kkiissss,, ddrreeww bbaacckk,, aanndd wweeeeppiinngg ssaaiidd,, II aamm
nnoott wwoorrtthhyy,, II aamm nnoott wwoorrtthhyy .. .. ..  WWhheenn II hhaadd ffiinn-
iisshheedd sseeeeiinngg tthhee VViirrggiinn,, II wweenntt uupp ttoo hhiimm aanndd,,
aappaarrtt ffrroomm eevveerryyoonnee,, ccoommmmuunniiccaatteedd ttoo hhiimm wwhhaatt
sshhee hhaadd ttoolldd mmee..  HHee wwaannttss ttoo ttaakkee ooffff tthhee hhaabbiitt
aanndd lleeaavvee tthhee ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn.. OOnn hheeaarriinngg tthhiiss,, hhee
bbeeggaann ttoo ccrryy aaggaaiinn..  II''vvee nneevveerr sseeeenn hhiimm ssiinnccee..

December 22
The first Thursday of the month — a priestly

Thursday.  During the interview, the Sister read to
Conchita some edifying letters from priests.

—— BBeeffoorree tthhee VViirrggiinn ttoolldd mmee aabboouutt iitt,, II tthhoouugghhtt
tthhaatt aallll pprriieessttss wweerree ggoooodd..  IItt hhaadd nneevveerr ooccccuurrrreedd
ttoo mmee tthhaatt tthheeyy ccoouulldd ccoommmmiitt mmoorrttaall ssiinnss ttoooo..

II hhaavvee kknnoowwnn mmaannyy .. .. ..  SSoommee aappppeeaarreedd hhoollyy
ttoo mmee iinn tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg;; llaatteerr II ssaaww tthhiinnggss tthhaatt II
ddiiddnn''tt lliikkee..  II lleeaarrnneedd llaatteerr hhooww ppeeooppllee ccaann bbee
ddeecceeiivveedd..  AAtt ffiirrsstt II wwaass vveerryy ffrriieennddllyy ttoo aallll,, bbuutt
oonn nnoottiicciinngg tthhaatt mmyy ttrruusstt wwaass bbaaddllyy iinntteerrpprreetteedd,,
II cchhaannggeedd..

- - -

SSoommeettiimmeess II wwoonnddeerr iiff tthheerree''ss aannyyoonnee aammoonngg
tthhee ppeerrssoonnss tthhaatt II kknnooww wwhhoo rreeaallllyy lloovveess mmee..
MMaannyy ccoommpplliimmeennttss,, mmaannyy eennddeeaarriinngg pphhrraasseess,, bbuutt
tthheeyy wwaanntt mmee ffoorr tthheemmsseellvveess..  II ssaaww tthhaatt eevveenn tthhee
pprriieessttss ggoott aannggrryy wwiitthh eeaacchh ootthheerr iinn oorrddeerr ttoo hhaavvee
aa bbiiggggeerr ppaarrtt oorr iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt wwiitthh mmee .. .. ..  II''mm
aasshhaammeedd tthhaatt tthheeyy pprraaiissee mmee,, aanndd II''mm pplleeaasseedd tthhaatt
tthheeyy tteellll mmee wwhhaatt II ddoo wwrroonngg..

December 33
The Sister read and explained the parable of the

Good Shepherd.  On this occasion, Conchita was
confiding the memories of her life from early youth,
with peace and joy . . .  She ended this way:

—— EEvveerryytthhiinngg tthhaatt hhaappppeenneedd II sseeee nnooww aass iiff iinn
aa ddrreeaamm —— tthhee aappppaarriittiioonnss,, tthhee ppeeooppllee .. .. ..  II''mm
ssoorrrryy tthhaatt mmaannyy ddoouubbtt tthhee aappppaarriittiioonnss bbeeccaauussee ooff
mmyy ddeenniiaallss..  IItt ooccccuurrss ttoo mmee tthhaatt,, aalltthhoouugghh II
ddeenniieedd,, II wwoouulldd ssttiillll lliikkee ttoo ssaayy,, HHaavvee hhooppee!!  DDoonn''tt
bbee ddiissccoouurraaggeedd..  II tthhiinnkk tthhaatt tthhee tthhrreeee ootthheerr ggiirrllss
ffeeeell tthhee ssaammee..

““aa ggiirrll wwiitthh mmaannyy ffaauullttss””

WWhheenn II tthhiinnkk aabboouutt tthhee VViirrggiinn,, II ppiiccttuurree hheerr
aass ssoommeetthhiinngg II ddrreeaammeedd..  HHooww nniiccee iitt wwoouulldd bbee iiff
nnooww sshhee wwoouulldd ccoommee hheerree iinn tthhiiss ppaarrlloorr wwiitthh tthhee
ttwwoo ooff uuss!!  WWhhaatt aa jjooyy!!  IItt iissnn''tt nneecceessssaarryy ttoo bbee
ppeerrffeecctt ttoo sseeee hheerr..  II hhaavvee bbeeeenn aa ggiirrll wwiitthh mmaannyy
ffaauullttss..  OOnn tthhee ddaayy oonn wwhhiicchh tthhee AAnnggeell aappppeeaarreedd
ttoo uuss,, II hhaadd jjuusstt ffoouugghhtt wwiitthh JJaacciinnttaa..  AAnndd II sseeee
tthhaatt ttooddaayy II ssttiillll ddoonn''tt lliikkee ttoo pprraayy..  SShhee ccoommeess ttoo
mmaakkee uuss ggoooodd .. .. ..

IIff yyoouu ccoouulldd sseeee hhooww hhuummaann tthhee VViirrggiinn iiss!!
SSoommeettiimmeess sshhee ccoommiiccaallllyy rreeppeeaatteedd oouurr bbaaddllyy ssppoo-
kkeenn eexxpprreessssiioonnss,, aanndd sshhee ddiidd tthhiiss iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt wwee
mmiigghhtt hhaavvee ccoonnffiiddeennccee..  BBuutt wwee hhaadd iitt ffrroomm tthhee
ffiirrsstt mmoommeenntt..

NNooww II hhaavvee ddoouubbttss aabboouutt mmaannyy tthhiinnggss;; bbuutt
wwhhaatt II ddoonn''tt ffeeeell tthhee lleeaasstt ddoouubbtt aabboouutt aarree tthhee
ccaallllss..  II rreemmeemmbbeerr tthheemm ppeerrffeeccttllyy,, aanndd mmoorreeoovveerr,,
aass iiff II wweerree ffeeeelliinngg tthheemm rriigghhtt nnooww..

December 66

—— WWee hhaavvee nnoott aallwwaayyss bbeeeenn ttrreeaatteedd wweellll..  SSoommee-
ttiimmeess tthheeyy ssaaiidd oouuttrraaggeeoouuss tthhiinnggss aabboouutt uuss,, aanndd
tthheeyy iinnssuulltteedd uuss..  HHooww mmaannyy ttiimmeess II hhaadd ttoo lliisstteenn ttoo
oouuttrriigghhtt lliieess aabboouutt uuss!!
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““TThhee BBiisshhoopp ssaaiidd II sshhoouulldd wwrriittee iitt..””

— When they acted this way, did it bother you?

—— NNoo,, II rreemmaaiinneedd qquuiittee ccaallmm..  AAccttuuaallllyy II wwaass
nnoott hhuurrtt;; aanndd iitt wwaass tthhiiss wwaayy wwiitthh tthhee ffoouurr ooff uuss..  II
ddoonn''tt kknnooww tthhee ccaauussee..  TThhaatt tthheeyy ssaayy nnaassttyy tthhiinnggss
ttoo mmee ddooeessnn''tt mmaatttteerr ttoo mmee;; iitt hhuummiilliiaatteess yyoouu mmuucchh
mmoorree wwhheenn tthheeyy ffllaatttteerr yyoouu..

II ddoonn''tt ffeeeell rraannccoorr oorr hhaattee ttoowwaarrdd aannyyoonnee..
WWhheenn tthhee pprriieessttss ooff tthhee CCoommmmiissssiioonn oorr tthhoossee iinn
cchhaarrggee ooff uuss aattttaacckkeedd uuss,, aanndd tthhee ootthheerrss bbeeccaammee
aannggrryy bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhiiss,, II ddiidd nnoott..  II tthhoouugghhtt tthhaatt
tthheeyy hhaadd ttoo aacctt lliikkee tthhiiss;; aanndd II lloovveedd tthheemm..  II lloovvee
vveerryy mmuucchh tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo sseeeemm ggoooodd,, ppiioouuss;; aanndd
aallssoo II lloovvee tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree ssiicckk,, aanndd tthhoossee wwhhoo lliivvee
tthheeiirr vvooccaattiioonn oorr,, hhaavviinngg aa vvooccaattiioonn,, aarree nnoott aabbllee
ttoo aattttaaiinn iitt..  PPeerrhhaappss,, aafftteerr tthhee MMiirraaccllee,, II aallssoo
wwiillll bbee aabbllee ttoo bbeeccoommee aa nnuunn..  WWhhaatt aa pplleeaassuurree
tthhaatt wwoouulldd bbee!!(8)

January 227, 11967
Because of certain rumors, the Sister asked

Conchita about her diary:

8.  Conchita spent the Christmas holiday in the village with
her family.

— Did you write the diary about the apparitions
on your own or did they tell you to do it?

—— AA pprriieesstt ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt tthhee BBiisshhoopp ssaaiidd II
sshhoouulldd wwrriittee iitt..

— You never speak of your conversations with
the Virgin.

—— WWhhaatt ffoorr??  WWee ssaaiidd ssuucchh ssttuuppiiddiittiieess .. .. ..
NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,, sshhee nneevveerr rreepprriimmaannddeedd uuss ffoorr iitt;;
sshhee lliisstteenneedd..  OOnnee ddaayy wwee aasskkeedd hheerr ssoommeetthhiinngg
sseerriioouuss:: WWhhaatt wwee sshhoouulldd ddoo ttoo pprraaccttiiccee ppeennaannccee..
SShhee aannsswweerreedd uuss,, AAllwwaayyss ddoo wwhhaatt yyoouurr ccoonn-
sscciieennccee tteellllss yyoouu.. SShhee ddiiddnn''tt ssaayy aannyytthhiinngg eellssee..  II
sseeeemm ttoo rreemmeemmbbeerr aallssoo tthhaatt oonnccee sshhee ttoolldd LLoollii ttoo
oobbeeyy hheerr mmootthheerr..

January 331
Certain persons had brought water from some-

where or other, and also some relics for Conchita.
When the Sister in doing her job was giving them to
her, saying that a visionary had brought them, Con-
chita told her . . .

—— IItt sseeeemmss tthhaatt yyoouu ddoonn''tt bbeelliieevvee aannyytthhiinngg
aabboouutt tthhiiss..  II ddoonn''tt hhaavvee mmuucchh ffaaiitthh iinn sseeeerrss eeiitthheerr,,
wwiitthhoouutt ddeennyyiinngg tthhaatt ssoommee aarree ttrruuee..

— For me not to believe much in these things is
logical, but for you that . . .

—— TThhaatt iiss ssoommeetthhiinngg vveerryy ddiiffffeerreenntt!!  II ddoonn''tt
kknnooww hhooww ttoo eexxppllaaiinn iitt;; bbuutt iitt''ss nnoott tthhee ssaammee..

— They said that this visionary sent a message
to your mother, saying harsh things, and that you
threw it away.  Why? . . .

—— SShhee ssaaiidd tthhaatt mmyy mmootthheerr wwaass aaccttiinngg vveerryy
bbaadd ttoowwaarrdd mmee .. .. ..  TThhee VViirrggiinn ddiiddnn''tt ssaayy tthhaatt!!

— She is more kind, is that right?

—— OOhh yyeess!!  SShhee wwoouulldd nneevveerr ssaayy tthhaatt..

March 22

—— WWhheenneevveerr wwee pprraayyeedd tthhee GGlloorriiaa,, tthhee VViirrggiinn
bboowweedd hheerr hheeaadd..
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— Did she rest standing on top of the Pines?

—— WWee ddiiddnn''tt sseeee tthhee PPiinneess oorr aannyytthhiinngg eellssee..
WWee oonnllyy ssaaww hheerr..

April 110

Many things had occurred during the previous
weeks, for example, the «Nota» of Bishop Puchol,
dated March 17th.  This had greatly affected the
Sister; and to a lesser degree, Conchita, who was able
to notice the effect of the «Nota» in the village, where
she spent her Holy Week vacation.(9)

That April 10th an issue of La Gaceta Ilustrada
had fallen into her hands, publishing a pitiless arti-
cle by the reporter Julio Poo San Román of San-
tander, speaking out against the events and vision-
aries of Garabandal.

— How did this article affect you?

—— IItt''ss vveerryy bbaadd..  TThheerree aarree mmaannyy lliieess iinn iitt..  FFoorr
eexxaammppllee,, iitt ssaayyss tthhaatt II ddiiddnn''tt wwaanntt tthhee BBiisshhoopp ttoo
iinnffoorrmm tthhee ppeeooppllee aabboouutt mmyy ddeenniiaallss,, aanndd tthhee ttrruutthh
iiss tthhaatt II mmyysseellff aasskkeedd tthheemm ttoo mmaakkee iitt kknnoowwnn ssoo
tthhaatt II wwoouulldd bbee mmoorree aatt ppeeaaccee wwiitthh mmyysseellff tthhaatt
wwaayy..  WWhhaatt mmaakkeess mmee ssuuffffeerr iiss tthhaatt tthhee ppeeooppllee nnooww
llooookk oonn uuss iinn aa bbaadd wwaayy .. .. ..

II hhaavvee oonnllyy oonnee ddeessiirree::  TThhaatt tthhee ddaattee ooff tthhee
MMiirraaccllee ccoommee —— nnoott ffoorr tthhee MMiirraaccllee iittsseellff,, bbuutt iinn
oorrddeerr ttoo sseeee oonnccee aanndd ffoorr aallll iiff iitt iiss ttrruuee oorr nnoott..  IIff
iitt hhaass bbeeeenn tthhee VViirrggiinn,, tthhee MMiirraaccllee wwiillll ttaakkee ppllaaccee,,
bbeeccaauussee wwhhaatt sshhee ssaayyss iiss aallwwaayyss ffuullffiilllleedd..  AAss ffoorr
mmyysseellff,, rreeggaarrddlleessss ooff wwhheetthheerr tthhee MMiirraaccllee ttaakkeess
ppllaaccee oorr ddooeessnn''tt ttaakkee ppllaaccee,, iitt wwiillll aallwwaayyss bbee bbaadd
ffoorr mmee..

— Why is that?

—— IIff tthhee tthhiinngg iiss ttrruuee —— ffoorr hhaavviinngg aacctteedd bbaadd-
llyy,, ddeennyyiinngg aanndd nnoott bbeeiinngg ggeenneerroouuss..  AAnndd iiff iitt iissnn''tt
ttrruuee .. .. ..  wweellll ffoorr eevveerryytthhiinngg!!

IIff wwhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo uuss,, bbeeiinngg ggoooodd lliittttllee
ggiirrllss,, hhaassnn''tt bbeeeenn ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall,, aanndd GGoodd hhaass
ppeerrmmiitttteedd iitt ttoo hhaappppeenn wwiitthh tthhee ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess
tthhaatt ccaann rreessuulltt,, tthheenn II ccoouullddnn''tt bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt GGoodd

9.  This «Nota» given to all news media by the Bishop of
Santander, Vicente Puchol, intended to obliterate as false
everything about Garabandal.

““nnoott bbeeiinngg ggeenneerroouuss””

iiss ggoooodd..  AAnndd mmyy mmootthheerr aanndd bbrrootthheerrss ccoouulldd nneevveerr
bbeelliieevvee iitt..

The Sister advanced some explanations in order
to clear up a problem and Conchita replied:

—— II ddoonn''tt kknnooww tthhee ffiirrsstt ttwwoo ccaasseess tthhaatt yyoouu
mmeennttiioonneedd,, ssiinnccee wwee ddiiddnn''tt bbeeggiinn wwiitthh aa lliiee,, aanndd
II ccaann aassssuurree yyoouu tthhaatt wwee mmaaddee nnoo aaggrreeeemmeenntt
aammoonngg oouurrsseellvveess..

— And what followed?

—— IItt wwaass tthhee ssaammee aass aatt tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg..  IItt iissnn''tt
ttrruuee tthhaatt wwee rreehheeaarrsseedd tthhiiss!!  HHooww ccoouulldd tthheeyy tthhiinnkk
aanndd ssaayy tthhaatt??

— Then I see clearly that these things did not
come from you girls.

—— II ddoonn''tt kknnooww hhooww tthheeyy ccaammee..  II sseeee eevveerryy-
tthhiinngg ddaarrkkllyy..  WWhhaatt iiss cclleeaarr ttoo mmee iiss tthhaatt wwee ddiiddnn''tt
ppllaann tthheemm..
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“It was not a game of ours.”

April 119
— What the Virgin told you about pride and

humility . . .  did you receive that together with the
message?

—— NNoo..  SShhee ssaaiidd iitt oonn aannootthheerr ooccccaassiioonn::  WWhhaatt
GGoodd lloovveess mmoosstt iiss hhuummiilliittyy;; wwhhaatt mmoosstt ddiisspplleeaasseess
HHiimm iiss pprriiddee..

— Would you like to see the Virgin again?

—— IItt''ss aallll tthhee ssaammee ttoo mmee..  II hhooppee ttoo sseeee hheerr
iinn hheeaavveenn..

— Why do you talk that way?

—— IItt wwoouulldd bbee ppaaiinnffuull ffoorr mmee nnooww bbeeccaauussee ooff
mmyy ddeenniiaallss .. .. ..

April 221
They discussed the article in La Gaceta Ilustrada:

—— IItt wwaass nnoott —— Conchita remarked —— aa ggaammee
ooff oouurrss,, nnoorr ddiidd wwee ddoo iitt ttoo ddeecceeiivvee..  NNoorr ddiidd tthhee
ppaassttoorr ttaallkk ttoo uuss aabboouutt gguuaarrddiiaann aannggeellss oonn tthhaatt
ddaayy..  HHee aallmmoosstt nneevveerr ggaavvee uuss ccaatteecchhiissmm..  NNoorr
ddiidd wwee ggeett ttooggeetthheerr iinn oorrddeerr ttoo mmaakkee uupp tthhee mmeess-
ssaaggee .. .. ..  NNoorr ddiidd II pprreeppaarree aannyy ddoouugghh ttoo mmaakkee
tthhee hhoosstt ffoorr tthhee CCoommmmuunniioonn .. .. ..

IItt''ss ttrruuee tthhaatt wwee ddiidd mmaannyy ssttuuppiidd tthhiinnggss ttoooo,,
tthhaatt CCaarrddiinnaall OOttttaavviiaannii rreeaadd ttoo mmee iinn RRoommee (10)

ffrroomm aa rreeppoorrtt bbyy tthhee bbiisshhoopp ooff SSaannttaannddeerr..  FFoorr
eexxaammppllee,, tthhee tthhiinngg aabboouutt tthhee ppoowwddeerrss,, tthhee ssttaattuuee
ooff tthhee VViirrggiinn tthhaatt wwee wweerree ggooiinngg ttoo hhiiddee,, aanndd
ssoommee ootthheerr tthhiinnggss .. .. ..

April 330

To inspire her, the Sister talked to Conchita
about how much Our Lord and the Virgin loved her.

10.  When she was called there in December, 1966.
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““TThhee VViirrggiinn iiss vveerryy mmuucchh wwiitthh uuss;; sshhee iissnn’’tt ddiissttaanntt..””

—— YYeess..  BBuutt TThheeyy lloovvee eevveerryyoonnee..  WWhheenn wwee wweerree
ttaallkkiinngg ttoo tthhee VViirrggiinn aabboouutt tthhiinnggss tthhaatt wweerree ttoooo
ppeerrssoonnaall,, sshhee ddiiddnn''tt aannsswweerr uuss;; sshhee wwaass ccoonncceerrnneedd
aabboouutt ootthheerrss..

May 44
Conchita had decided to celebrate this month of

the Virgin better than ever.  On this day she met with
the Sister and told her:

—— IIff tthhee VViirrggiinn wwoouulldd pprreesseenntt hheerrsseellff ttoo mmee
nnooww,, hhooww mmaannyy tthhiinnggss II wwoouulldd aasskk hheerr!!  AAtt tthhee
ttiimmee,, wwee oonnllyy ssaaiidd ssttuuppiidd tthhiinnggss ttoo hheerr,, tthhiinnggss
wwiitthhoouutt iimmppoorrttaannccee..  II tthhiinnkk tthhaatt wwee ddiidd iitt ttoo mmaakkee
hheerr ssttaayy lloonnggeerr ssoo tthhaatt sshhee wwoouullddnn''tt lleeaavvee uuss,, ffoorr aatt
ttiimmeess sshhee rreemmaaiinneedd ssiilleenntt aanndd ddiiddnn''tt llooookk aatt uuss..

— Do you think about the mysteries when you
pray the rosary?

—— NNoo..  II ggiivvee mmyy aatttteennttiioonn ttoo wwhhaatt II''mm ssaayyiinngg
iinn pprraayyeerr..

WWhheenn II hheeaarr tthhee VViirrggiinn ttaallkkeedd aabboouutt,, wwhhaatt-
eevveerr iiss ssaaiidd ggoooodd oorr bbaadd,, II tthhiinnkk iiss ssaaiidd ttoo mmee,, ssiinnccee
II ccoonnssiiddeerr hheerr ssoommeetthhiinngg mmiinnee..

TThhee VViirrggiinn iiss vveerryy mmuucchh wwiitthh uuss;; sshhee iissnn''tt
ddiissttaanntt .. .. ..

OOnnee ddaayy sshhee ggaavvee mmee aa ssttaatteemmeenntt ttoo tteellll aa cceerrttaaiinn
pprriieesstt;; II ggaavvee iitt ttoo hhiimm aanndd hhee wweepptt vveerryy mmuucchh..

(Here the Sister added that the husband of one of

her former students had recounted how Conchita
had spoken personally to him in Garabandal about
something very hidden in his conscience, and that
this had made him resolve to change his way of life.)

May 88

By a telephone call from Francisco Sánchez-Ven-
tura the Sister had received news that the Bishop of
Santander had just been killed in a tragic accident;
the Sister told it to Conchita, who was overcome and
later broke out in tears.

—— II aamm ssoo ssoorrrryy aabboouutt wwhhaatt hhaass hhaappppeenneedd!!  HHee
wwaass vveerryy ggoooodd aanndd vveerryy yyoouunngg..  TThhee ppoooorr mmaann!!
HHee ddiidd eevveerryytthhiinngg wwiitthh ggoooodd iinntteennttiioonnss..  IIssnn''tt tthhaatt
ttrruuee??  TThhiiss wwaarrnnss uuss tthhaatt wwee mmuusstt bbee pprreeppaarreedd..  SSoo
mmaannyy tthhiinnggss ccaann hhaappppeenn ttoo uuss iinn tthhiiss lliiffee!!  .. .. ..  NNooww
tthhee BBiisshhoopp kknnoowwss eevveerryytthhiinngg..

June 111

The apparitions were discussed.  Sister asked:

— Why did you fall on the ground?

—— WWee wweerree nnoott aawwaarree ooff tthhaatt;; wwee wweerree wwiitthh tthhee
VViirrggiinn!!  AAnndd wwee ffoolllloowweedd tthhee ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn oorr ccoomm-
mmuunniiccaattiioonn wwiitthh hheerr,, wwiitthhoouutt kknnoowwiinngg iiff wwee wweerree
rruunnnniinngg oorr nnoott,, iiff wwee wweerree oonn oouurr kknneeeess oorr llyyiinngg oonn
tthhee ggrroouunndd..

The Sister makes a note here: A few days
previously Father Laffineur had come and asked
me how Conchita looked to me.  I answered:  “Sim-
ple, natural, candid, intelligent.  So normal and
well-balanced that I could certify that in my pro-
fession as a teacher I haven't known another like
her."  I also told him that I didn't find a very strong
will in her.

June 114

—— TThhee VViirrggiinn ddiiddnn''tt tteellll mmee tthhaatt sshhee ddiiddnn''tt
wwaanntt mmee ttoo lleeaavvee tthhee vviillllaaggee aanndd bbee iinn sscchhooooll..

June 117
— Our greatest treasure is within.  The external

appearance doesn't matter much; it should be made
agreeable, but without affectation.
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“We announced the first message.”

—— II uunnddeerrssttaanndd,, aanndd II sseeee tthhaatt yyoouu aarree rriigghhtt..
WWee ttoolldd tthhee VViirrggiinn tthhaatt wwee wwaanntteedd ttoo bbee bbeeaauuttii-
ffuull lliikkee hheerr .. .. ..  BBuutt sshhee ssmmiilleedd aanndd wwaass ssiilleenntt..
IIff sshhee hhaadd ccoonncceeddeedd iitt ttoo uuss ttoo hhaavvee hheerr ffaaccee!!
HHooww tthhee ppeeooppllee wwoouulldd hhaavvee llooookkeedd aatt uuss!!  SShhee iiss
ssoo bbeeaauuttiiffuull!!

— At times you did strange things in front of her.

—— YYeess,, wwee wwaallkkeedd ssiittttiinngg ddoowwnn ffoorr eexxaammppllee..
IInn tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg II wwaass vveerryy ssuurrpprriisseedd iinn sseeeeiinngg
tthhiiss iinn tthhee ootthheerrss;; aafftteerrwwaarrddss II bbeeccaammee aaccccuuss-
ttoommeedd ttoo iitt..  II ssaaww tthheemm ddeesscceenndd aa sstteeeepp ssttaaiirrwwaayy
tthhiiss wwaayy..

II rreeccaallll oonnccee hhaavviinngg aa kknneeee iinnjjuurryy..  TThhee ddoocc-
ttoorr oorrddeerreedd rreesstt,, bbuutt II ddiiddnn''tt ttaakkee ccaarree ooff tthhee
kknneeee..  AAnndd iitt ddiiddnn''tt hhuurrtt aafftteerr tthhaatt..  WWiitthhoouutt ttaakk-
iinngg aa ttrreeaattmmeenntt,, II hhaadd aa ccoommpplleettee ccuurree..

TThheeyy ssaaiidd tthhaatt oonn aannootthheerr ooccccaassiioonn II hhaadd lleefftt
bblloooodd oonn aa ssttoonnee;; bbuutt llaatteerr II ddiiddnn''tt nnoottiiccee aannyytthhiinngg
oonn mmyy kknneeeess,, eexxcceepptt aa lliittttllee ssccrraattcchh..

— In some of those things, did you add some-
thing of your own invention?

—— YYeess..

— Doesn't it seem to you that some of your little
deceits, on top of seeing your present doubts, could
contribute in some way to cloud the truth?

—— IItt iiss vveerryy ppoossssiibbllee tthhaatt ccoouulldd bbee..  DDoonn''tt tthhiinnkk
tthhaatt II hhaavveenn''tt tthhoouugghhtt aabboouutt iitt..

* * *

Conchita passed the summer in her village, with
the exception of the last half of August when she was
back again at school.  In October she returned to
Burgos to begin the 1967-1968 school year.

October 118

— Have you noticed what day it is today?  We
should do something more in prayer.  Shall we stay
in prayer this night? . . .  What happened on this day
in 1961?

—— WWee aannnnoouunncceedd tthhee ffiirrsstt mmeessssaaggee..  WWee hhaadd
aallrreeaaddyy sseeeenn iitt bbeenneeaatthh tthhee AAnnggeell;; bbuutt wwee ddiiddnn''tt
uunnddeerrssttaanndd wwhhaatt iitt mmeeaanntt..  TThhee VViirrggiinn eexxppllaaiinneedd
iitt ttoo uuss .. .. ..
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And in what happened to us during
those years I see the work of the devil too.

I remember, for example, the voice
that we heard in the great darkness that I
have already mentioned.

And that other day on which Loli and
Jacinta intended to jump down from the
choir loft of the church.

At the time I wasn't seeing the Virgin,
and I was near the main altar.

I remember that they came down,
and touching my face, asked me,

—"Are you Conchita?"

On that day, it certainly seems to have
been the devil.
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Aniceta and her daughter

On December 22nd, Aniceta came to Burgos to
pick up her daughter.  She had not come to take her
back only for the Christmas vacation; she was tak-
ing her back permanently.  There had been strong
exterior influences and pressures that caused this.

On one of the last visits Conchita told the Sister:

—— FFrroomm ttiimmee ttoo ttiimmee II sseeee mmoorree cclleeaarrllyy tthhaatt
wwhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo tthhee ffoouurr ooff uuss ggiirrllss wwaass ttrruuee,,
bbuutt wwee wwaasstteedd iitt .. .. ..  OOuurr ddeenniiaallss aarree oouurr oowwnn
ddooiinngg..  SSoommeettiimmeess,, aalltthhoouugghh vveerryy bbrriieeffllyy,, II sseeee
tthhiiss vveerryy cclleeaarrllyy..

And the Sister closed the long chapter of her
remembrances of the extraordinary closeness to the
child of the Montaña with these lines:

I give thanks to the Most Holy Virgin for every-
thing.  Whether she has appeared or not at Gara-
bandal, I have been moved in everything by their
love, and certainly all this has brought me to love
her more and to feel closer to her.

May this be the final result for everyone, while we
continue to revolve between the light and the
shadows of . . .

THE GGREAT MMYSTERY OOF

GARABANDAL
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